[The changing trends of demography and oral diseases for Chinese dentistry].
The purpose of this paper is to discuss the changed trends of population, oral diseases and their effects on Chinese dentistry. The demographic and epidemiologic data published in recent books and journals were reviewed and analyzed. As the 21st century approached, dentistry in China would face many changing trends and challenges. 1. a growing population and an aging population: The two sub-populations with the greatest need for prevention and treatment were children and old patients who were outpacing the supply of dental manpower. 2. The changed dental disease patterns: The prevalence of caries was increasing and more than two thirds of Chinese suffered from periodontal disease. The traditional dental approaches have not been able to satisfy the needs of Chinese. The challenge created by these demographic, economic and advances in dental technology is changing Chinese dentistry.